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Government Initiatives Support T&C Sector to
Fight against the Pandemic
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he COVID-19 pandemic is a global challenge, causing

huge impact on livelihood and business operation. Amid
such a difficult period of time, a number of support measures
have been implemented by the Government to help the
testing and certification (T&C) organisations and other
sectors in tackling the unprecedented challenges, and at the
same time, facilitate them to respond to new market needs
brought by the virus outbreak.
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Financial Relief for Retaining Employees
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To sustain employment during the epidemic, the
Government has launched the Employment Support
Scheme (ESS) under the second round of the Anti-epidemic
Fund. Subsidies, being 50% of the actual wages paid to
employee and capped at $9,000 per employee per month,
are provided to eligible employers in two tranches - the first
tranche of subsidies was for paying wages from June to
August 2020; and the second tranche was for paying wages
from September to November 2020. According to available
information, as of October 2020, over 110 private T&C
organisations, ranging from small and medium enterprises to
multinational corporations, have received subsidies totalling
$235 million, and they have committed to maintaining a total
paid headcount of 9,100.
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Funding Support for Setting Up Local

Medical Face Mask Testing Facilities
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The COVID-19 outbreak has driven up demand for
all types of personal protective equipment, notably
surgical masks, both for use by the medical sector as
well as for the community’s consumption. Provision
of professional and timely testing for medical face
masks is necessary to meet the new market needs.

To facilitate the setting up of local testing facilities
in relation to medical face masks, funding support
has made available since April 2020 through the
Technology Voucher Programme (TVP) under
the Innovation and Technology Fund. Those local
laboratories engaging in consumer product testing
and having the capability of providing accredited
services of microbiological test, flammability test,
physical test, etc. are eligible to apply for funding
support under TVP for setting up local testing
facilities for performance evaluation of medical face
masks or materials used in production of such masks.
While under TVP, the costs of off-the-shelf/readily
available equipment/hardware/software/services or
solutions should in general constitute no more than
50% of the total project cost, this “50% rule” has
been relaxed to 100% for such funding applications,
on the understanding that the equipment concerned
is basically off-the-shelf and readily available in
the market. Besides, the TVP Secretariat has
accorded priority to the processing of these funding
applications on an exceptional basis, in the hope of
expediting the setting up of testing facilities, which in
turn could speed up the local face mask production
and evaluation process.
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Public Sector Trial Scheme (PSTS)
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In order to support application of technologies in combatting RIFIHZESBENREER  AIFTREREBAE 2020 £ 3
the epidemic in Hong Kong, the Innovation and Technology =4 B8N ASKER PSRBT EESRIME

Commission (ITC) launched a special call under PSTS in
March-April 2020 to fund trials of research and development
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outcomes in the local public sector relating to detection, BAKEBEAREHNHERRETNMASHERR -
diagnosis or surveillance of the COVID-19 virus, or reduction EZENEEIEHUBRES2WHE  BLEREE
of the risks of infection and its spread. Approved projects EERRABRESE T RTRESRERR -

include COVID-19 diagnostic kit, which is expected to
assist organisations such as medical institutions and testing
laboratories in conducting rapid COVID-19 testing.

Accreditation

New Accreditation Service to
Help Fight the Virus
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The Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) has been
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o help demonstrate their competence in performing the —
conformity assessment activities based on international BRDZARREETSBINEBE 1< 2020F 45 -
standards. In April 2020, HKAS started to offer new BERIREHREER ERAERREALAERD
accreditation service for medical face mask testing according SNRTRE - EBEERMAB T2 (HOKLAS)
to international, regional or national standards. It is also B (2% ARERT  SERTEMEGEST
providing accreditation service on testing of clinical samples =
for SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus that causes COVID-19, 2019 WRABEWARARHDE B CRMNEBHRBT
under the “Medical Testing” test category of the Hong Kong AR Fs -

Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS).

Fees Frozen for Calibration
and Accreditation Services
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Understanding the challenges posed to Hong Kong's T&C BEHERNEBERAREEB IFEHERIS - AlFRNEE
organisations, the Standards and Calibration Laboratory ETEARRIEGESERT ST/ ENRTR
as well as the HKAS under the ITC will freeze the fees of EOINEE 2021 FEE - BRNZE - RFABSTH

their calibration and accreditation services until the end of

2021. The measure aims to help ease the burden of the BITXENEE  WRHEREHEENAK - UEKER
T&C sector and reduce enterprises’ operating costs, thereby BRIBEERE TNaVHS -

assisting them in coping with challenges brought by the
difficult economic environment.
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Highlighting Value of Testing and Certification
During the Pandemic
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he COVID-19 epidemic and high demand for sanitisation

and protection products have greatly aroused the
general awareness of the importance of professional testing
and certification (T&C) services. The HKCTC is making use
of this opportunity to demonstrate to the public the value
and benefits brought by T&C, through a number of digital
promotion initiatives.

The 5" Belt and Road Submit

The Belt and Road Summit is a premier international
platform for promoting business collaboration along the Belt
and Road countries. It gathers senior government officials
and business leaders from these countries to exchange
insights on multilateral co-operation and explore concrete
business opportunities. This year’s Summit was held in late
November. The HKCTC has set up a virtual exhibition booth
to showcase the strengths of Hong Kong’s T&C sector.
Participants from different parts of the world could obtain
the needed information by just a few clicks on the virtual
platform.

Virtual Career Fairs and Talks

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, a number of career fairs
and talks have gone virtual. In March and June 2020, the
HKCTC participated in the virtual career fairs organised
respectively by the University of Hong Kong (HKU) and the
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK). In November, it
co-organised the virtual “Testing,
Certification and Inspection
(TCIl) Week” with the Hong
Kong University of Science and
Technology (HKUST). Apart
from displaying online exhibition
panels to introduce T&C career
opportunities, we have arranged
T&C practitioners to deliver on-
line career talks by introducing
their work. They have also joined
live chitchatting sessions with
students to share with them their
experience and insights. These
events have enhanced students’
understanding of the mission and
importance of the T&C sector
as well as its job exposure and
career opportunities.

CUHK's eCareer Fair 2020
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HKCTC's virtual booth at the HKU Virtual Career Fair 2020
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In-app Advertorials

Two waves of advertorials were published in two mobile news apps in
April — May 2020 and August — September 2020 respectively. The articles
introduce the basic concepts of T&C and the importance of various T&C
services in assuring product quality and safety. The HKCTC will publish
more advertorials via mobile channels in the coming months.
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Seminar
Highlights
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One of the key strengths of Hong Kong’s testing and
certification (T&C) sector is its high level of integrity
and credibility, which gives confidence to users of T&C
services. Reports and certificates issued by accredited T&C
organisations in Hong Kong are being widely recognised by
traders throughout the world.

Attaching great importance to strengthening professional
integrity of the T&C sector, the HKCTC collaborated with
the Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) and ICAC
to organise the annual seminar on “Professional Integrity
and Corruption Prevention in Testing and Certification”.
This year, the seminar has turned into a digital one due to
the epidemic. The webinar was held on 30 July 2020 and
received an overwhelming response, attracting over 400
participants.

At the webinar, Ms Larissa Chow, Senior Community
Relations Officer of the ICAC offered useful advice on anti-
corruption practices. She gave a comprehensive analysis
on the common corruption prone areas in the T&C sector
and shared with audience tips in implementing integrity
management. Participants raised a wide range of questions
covering different ethical issues encountered by T&C
practitioners. The webinar has provided a good opportunity
for participants to exchange views and experiences in
enhancing industry practitioners’ professionalism.

In case you have missed the webinar, you may view the
speaker’s presentation at HKCTC’s website at www.hkctc.
gov.hk/en/event/seminar.html.
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Online Seminar on Professional Integrity in
Testing and Certification
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Over 400 participants attended the webinar
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n November 2019, an Amendment Agreement

was signed between the Mainland and Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) to amend the
CEPA Agreement on Trade in Services. The revised
liberalisation measures include allowing qualified
Hong Kong testing organisations in collaboration with
designated Mainland organisations, to undertake the
testing of China Compulsory Certification (CCC) products
processed or manufactured in any place (including
places outside China). The Certification and Accreditation
Administration of the People’s Republic of China has
promulgated the relevant Implementation Guide, and
the revised measures came into effect on 1 June
2020. For more information about the Implementation
Guide, please visit the HKCTC website at www.hkctc.
gov.hk/en/doc/202005_CEPA_TradeinServices__
ImplementationGuide_en.pdf.

Belt and Road Initiative
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On 28 August 2020, the third Joint Conference
on Advancing Hong Kong's Full Participation in
and Contribution to the Belt and Road Initiative was
held. It was participated by the HKSAR Government,
the National Development and Reform Commission
and relevant Mainland ministries. At the meeting, the
HKSAR Government expressed that it would continue
to take earnest efforts to promote partnership between
professional service providers in Hong Kong and
Mainland enterprises with regard to Belt and Road
projects. In addition, both sides exchanged ideas on
promoting the participation of Hong Kong'’s testing and
certification sector in testing work, including undertaking
CCC tests and giving consideration to carrying out
pilots at those overseas Economic and Trade Co-
operation Zones set up by the Mainland in Belt and Road
countries, thereby bringing Hong Kong's soft power into
continuous play.
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Liberalisation Measures for

Testing and Certification under CEPA
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One Belt,
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News Updates
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he nurture of young talent is

essential to the development
of the testing and certification
(T&C) sector. To showcase the
sector’'s mission and value, as well
as introduce the job exposure and
career prospect of T&C practitioners
to the younger generation, the
Panel on Manpower Development
under the HKCTC has produced an
updated set of manpower resource
package and a series of promotional
videos, which contain detailed
information on the sector as well as
sharing from T&C professionals.

In addition to HKCTC'’s website (www.hkctc.gov.hk/en/career/manpower.
html) and youtube, these new publicity materials are now available at
the websites of Qualifications Framework and certain tertiary institutions,
including the Open University of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong University
of Science and Technology and the Vocational Training Council. The
popular youth and student digital channels like Hok Yau Club and
“youth.gov.hk” have also published the materials on their websites and
social platforms (Facebook/Instagram).

Exploring Career Opportunities in
Testing and Certification Sector
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\
www.hkctc.gov.hk/tc/career/manpower.html

You are most welcome to take a look at the resource package and

videos, and share them with friends and young people who might be
interested in the work of testing and certification!

Testing and Certification
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Manpower Development Award Scheme is coming
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Talent is the treasure of Hong Kong’s testing and
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certification (T&C) sector. Indeed, the sector’s
edge lies with the high level of professionalism of T&C
practitioners. To demonstrate to the community that talent
is much treasured within the T&C sector, the Panel on
Manpower Development under the HKCTC is planning to
organise an award scheme on manpower development.
It will give due recognition to T&C organisations which
attach importance to talent training and professional
development of T&C practitioners. It will also acclaim
outstanding T&C practitioners who strive for continuous
learning and improvement, and make distinguished
contribution to improving service quality and productivity of
their organisation. Please watch out for the scheme details,
which would be announced around mid-2021.
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Ethics Corner
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Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, conformity
assessment bodies make more frequent and wider use
of information and communication technology (ICT) including
online tools to conduct meetings, document reviews, and
remote audits. When carrying out remote audits, they should

take measures to ensure that security and
confidentiality are maintained throughout
the audit activities;
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plan how ICT will be utilised to optimise
:@ audit effectiveness and efficiency while
maintaining the integrity of the audit process;
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identify and document the risks that may
impact audit effectiveness, and validity and
objectivity of the information gathered; and
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Units 801-04, 8/F, The Hub, 23 Yip Kan Street,
Wong Chuk Hang, Hong Kong

BBEMINELE 23 5% The Hub 8 1€ 801-04 &

%ﬁ%ﬁ%%%’%%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%%iﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ
Y REROERNER (UBLETR ) 8% - U8
BENRESY - ETEESEME - #ER

obtain agreement from the client on the use
@ of ICT for audit purposes;
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check that the client has the necessary
infrastructure to support the use of ICT
proposed;
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indicate the extent to which ICT has been
used and its effectiveness in audit reports.
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The HKCTC Secretariat has moved to the following address with new contact numbers with effect from 7 September 2020 —

FERANBEBMERER 2020 F9 B 7 BBEM T - BEREERB/MEL T :

Q 21809101

3691 8655

0B
& enquiry@hkctc.gov.hk (Remains unchanged #5FAE)
@

www.hkctc.gov.hk

If you are interested in subscribing our newsletter, please send your contact information to us by e-mail
or fax listed above. If you wish to update your information or do not wish to receive our newsletter in
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the future, please also contact us by email or fax.
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