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■ The Hong Kong Rebar Importers & Stockists Association (Association) was 
set up in 1989 to promote the importation of reinforcement bars (rebars) in 
Hong Kong.

■ Reinforcement bars are major components in construction of buildings and 
other infrastructure works. Hong Kong imports over 1.6 million tons of 
rebars annually, representing majority of the rebars used in Hong Kong. 

1.0  Introduction



VSC Steel Company Limited 萬順昌鋼鐵有限公司 (Chairman)
Strong Progress Ltd. 創進貿易有限公司 (Secretary)

Golik Steel Co., Ltd. 高力鋼鐵有限公司 (Treasurer)

Globe Star Steel Company Ltd. 環星鋼鐵有限公司

Link Wide International Investment 
(Hong Kong) Ltd. 廣通國際投資(香港)有限公司

Sum Kee Metal Co., Ltd. 森記五金有限公司

Yee Sang Metal & Building Supplies Co., 
Ltd. 義生五金建築材料有限公司

Welmetal Resources Group Ltd. 華美資源集團有限公司
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1.1  List of Members in the Association



■ Environmental – reduce 
carbon emission

■ Saving a ton of paper can 
save 17 trees, 26,000 liters 
of water, 4,000 kilowatts of 
power supply, and 240 liters 
of fuel. 

■ Documents of each delivery

  Stockist certificate
 Mill ISO Certificate 
 Certificate of origin
 Mill certificate
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2.0  Background
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3.0  Hard Copy – Stockist Certificate

• Manual Signed in
hard copy



3.1  Hard Copy – Certificate of Origin

• Showing Stockist Storage Lot no

• Showing Bar Pattern No.

• Showing Size

• Verify true copy by Stockists in hard 
copy



1.2  Current Situation – Mills ISO Certificate

• Verify true copy by stockist in 
hard copy



3.3  Hard Copy – Mills Certificate

• Showing stockist 
storage Lot no.

• Showing Bar Battern

• Showing Size

Sample Only

• Verify true copy by 
stockist in hard copy



Digital Signature

4.0  Digital certificate – Stockist Certificate



• Verified the valid 
digital signature 
by Acrobat. 

• Digital Signature

• Showing name, date 
and time of signature.

4.1  Digital certificate – Stockist Certificate



• Showing stockist storage Lot no

• Showing Bar Pattern No.

• Showing Size

• Verify true copy by stockists in 
soft copy

4.2  Digital certificate – Certificate of Origin



• Verify true copy by stockist in soft 
copy

4.3  Digital certificate – Mill’s QA Certificate



• Showing stockist 
storage Lot no.

• Showing Bar Pattern

• Showing Size

Sample Only

• Verify true copy by 
stockist in soft copy

4.4  Digital certificate – Mill Certificate



• Key in the signature
 
• Showing the details of 

Digital Signature  

4.5  Digital certificate – Digital Signature Verification



• Amended the documents

• The signature is showing invalid by 
Acrobat after amended the 
documents

4.6  Digital certificate – Digital Signature Verification



• Stockist certificate, Mills Iso Certificate and 
Mills’ certificates will combine in one PDF file
for each delivery and send to site by email.

4.7  Digital certificate – Documents Distribution



 Acrobat can verify the digital signature in PDF File.

 The other PDF software can not verify the signature.

 The signed documents can be forwarded to other parties and can be verified 
by Acrobat

 The digital signature can not be verified after the document is amended.

 The digital stockist certificate, mills’ ISO certificate and mills’ certificate will 
combine in one PDF file and send to the site by email.

5.  Summary



6.  Advancement of Digital Rebar Stockist Certificate 

Date Development

Mar 2023  Meeting with SCCT to propose digital rebar 
stockist certificate.

Jul 2023  SCCT replied no objection for the digital rebar 
stockist certificate.

Jul 2023  Sent introduction letters to CIC, HKIE, HKIS, 
HKCA, Housing Dept, MTR for comment

Aug 2023  Started transform period for 3 months

Nov 2023  Fully provide digital stockist certificate.



7.  Key Successful Factors 

 The Electronic Transactions Ordinance (ETO) (Cap. 553) was enacted to facilitate the use of electronic transactions for 
commercial and other purposes.  It gives electronic records and digital signatures used in electronic transactions the same 
legal status as that of their paper-based counterparts.

 The Standing Committee on Concrete  Technology (SCCT) is no objection in July 2023..

 Building Department set up  electronic submission platforms: Electronic Submission Hub (ESH), e-Counter and Electronic 
Forms Submission System (EFSS).  18 government departments and organizations including Building department are using 
ESH.

 Housing Authority also has set up HePlan (Housing Electronic Plan Submission System – ESS), which allows the applicants 
to make electronic submissions.



8.  Update

 Reduce paper consumption at least 70%

 Cannot be amended by third parties

 Send to construction sites before the delivery

 Save with other file names 

 The file can be forwarded to third parties



Thank You!
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