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Accreditation is assurance of the competence of

Laboratories實驗所

Inspection bodies檢驗機構

Certification bodies認證機構

to carry out their testing, inspection and certification
services.

What is accreditation?
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Accreditation determines the following aspects of the
organisations (Note):

technical competence技術能力
Integrity誠信/操守
Impartiality公正性

Note: providing conformity assessment services such as
testing, calibration, certification, and inspection
based on international standards.

What is the role of accreditation?
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Use more accredited 
testing, inspection and 
certification services!!!

Benefit
Benefit

Benefit



1) For Government and Regulators政府和監管機構
2) For Construction Companies建築公司
3) For Manufacturers of Construction Products建築產品製造商
4) For Building Owners and Facility Managers業主和設施經理
5) For Consumers消費者

What benefits does accreditation provide?



1) For Government and Regulators政府和監管機構

Reduce the need for government and regulators to
employ their own special assessment personnel.
Accreditation provides assurance to government and
regulators to rely on commercial providers of evaluation
and inspection services in the construction sector.

SeeHong Kong Housing Authority as an example!

What benefits does accreditation provide?



1) For Government and Regulators (cont’d)

The Hong Kong Housing Authority specifies the
requirement of using certified construction products for
ten major building materials in its construction projects.

Note: ready‐mixed concrete, aluminium window, passive fire
protection products, cement, tile adhesive, repair mortar, mesh
reinforcement, ceramic tiles, uPVC drainage pipes & fittings, close‐
coupled water closet suites

What benefits does accreditation provide?



2) For Construction Companies建築公司

‐ Confidence that manufactured products and raw
materials are safe and meet specification, thereby
reducing potential delays, product failure, and project
cost

‐ Provide a safe working environment for employees
(ISO 45001: 2018 Occupational Health and Safety
Management System)

What benefits does accreditation provide?



3) For Manufacturers of construction products
建築產品製造商

‐ Reliable measurements, testing and inspection limit
product failure, reduce down time and control
manufacturing costs

‐ Accreditation to internationally‐recognised standards
can provide a competitive advantage and facilitate
access to export markets

‐ Accreditation is recognised by regulators and can
support approval processes

What benefits does accreditation provide?



3) For Manufacturers of construction products (cont’d)
建築產品製造商

Structural concrete結構混凝土 for all public works
contracts shall be obtained from suppliers who are
certified under the Quality Scheme for the Production
and Supply of Concrete (QSPSCTM)

What benefits does accreditation provide?



4) For Building Owners and Facility Managers
業主和設施經理

‐ Owners of commercial properties or Facility
managers are responsible for providing a safe and
efficient environment which supports businesses and
other types of organisations.

What benefits does accreditation provide?



4) For Building Owners and Facility Managers (cont’d)
業主和設施經理

‐ Facility Managers use the services of external
contractors to provide testing, inspection and
certification services to monitor the safety of the built
environment.

‐ Testing of asbestos samples, noise acoustics, sound‐
proofing, ambient air quality, etc.

‐ Fire safety inspection, lift inspection, etc.

What benefits does accreditation provide?



5) For consumers消費者

‐ Confidence in the safety of new and existing buildings
and the general infrastructure.

‐ Confidence in the claims made about sustainability,
environmental and energy performance of
commercial and domestic buildings.

What benefits does accreditation provide?



5) For consumers消費者(cont’d)

Testing the quality of various construction products and
materials in Hong Kong by the accredited testing
laboratories

An example:
Testing lead content鉛含量in solder alloy焊料

What benefits does accreditation provide?
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Hong Kong Accreditation Service  
(HKAS)

Part of Innovation and Technology Commission of the 
Hong Kong Special Administration Region (HKSAR) 
Government

Set up in 1998 (previously known as HOKLAS since 1985)

The only accreditation body in Hong Kong

Provides independent and impartial accreditation 
services



HKAS provides accreditation services to 
testing laboratories, certification bodies and 
inspection bodies under 3 schemes: 

 Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme 
香港實驗所認可計劃 (HOKLAS) 
Accreditation standard: ISO/IEC 17025

 Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme 
香港認證機構認可計劃 (HKCAS)
Accreditation standard: ISO/IEC 17065

 Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme 
香港檢驗機構認可計劃 (HKIAS)
Accreditation standard: ISO/IEC 17020



Calibration Services
Chemical Testing
Chinese medicine 
Construction Materials
Electrical and Electronic Products
Environmental Testing
Food
Forensic Testing
Medical Testing
Miscellaneous
Pharmaceutical Products
Physical and Mechanical Testing
Textiles and Garments
Toys and Children’s Products

Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation 
Scheme (HOKLAS) – Scope of services



Construction Products Inspection
Paint
Waterworks 
Welding

Consumer Products Inspection
Consumer products, 
Electrical and electronic products, 
Factory inspection, 
Furniture, 
Kitchenware, 
Toys and children’s products

Indoor Air Quality Inspection

Hong Kong Inspection Body  Accreditation 
Scheme (HKIAS) – Scope of services



Product Certification
Construction Products
Consumer Products
Food

Management System Certification
Quality Management System (QMS)
Environmental Management System (EMS)
Food Safety Management System (FSMS)
Occupational Health and Safety Management System (OHSMS)
Energy Management System (EnMS)
Residential Care Homes (Elderly Persons) Service Providers’  

Management System 

Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation 
Scheme (HKCAS) – Scope of services



Number of Establishments Accredited 
by HKAS*

No. of 
Establishments

No. of Establishments 
under Construction

Laboratories
Under HOKLAS 

236 81

Inspection bodies 
under HKIAS

23 16

Certification bodies 
under HKCAS

26 6

Total 274 101
(more than 1/3)

* as at 11 January 2022



Accreditation Process Flow chart

Monitoring

Accreditation granted

Application with 
Quality documents

Pre-assessment visit

Full on-site assessment
(HKAS officers and technical assessors)

Remedial actions

Accreditation Decision



Accreditation is maintained through rigorous 
assessment and monitoring, the measures include:

 Reassessments (複評審)

 Surveillance (監察)

 Monitoring of changes

 Complaints handling (處理投訴)

 Proficiency Testing (能力驗證) / 
Inter-laboratory Comparison Study

 Code of conduct (紀律守則)

Measures for monitoring CAB performance
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Important Notes ....…………………
to the Regulatory Bodies and 
Users of Accredited services



 Accreditation is activity‐specific 
and only covers the specific 
activities listed in the scope of 
accreditation of an accredited 
organisation. For those activities 
not listed, they have not been 
assessed and HKAS has no 
information on whether the 
organisation is competent to 
perform them. 

 B/Ds are therefore 
recommended to use 
conformity assessment services 
that are accredited by HKAS. 
B/Ds should request reports or 
certificates bearing the HKAS 
accreditation symbol. 



How to Identify the Accredited/
Endorsed Report/Certificate?

Accredited laboratory  ≠ Accredited test



Endorsed Reports and Accredited Certificates

Unless otherwise approved and specified, only 
results of accredited activities can be shown in 
endorsed reports and accredited certificates 

The competence of the accredited activities has 
been assessed  the reliability of results in 
endorsed reports and certificates can be assured



Tests shall be performed by an accredited 
laboratory under HOKLAS.

Test results shall be reported in 
endorsed test reports.

Not adequate !!!



Scope of accreditation 
(can be found via HKAS website)

Infrared thermography shall be performed by an 
accredited laboratory under HOKLAS.

Which laboratory can meet 
the requirement? 

ABC Limited or EFG LimitedInfrared thermography results 
shall be reported in endorsed test reports



Two important messages today:

Adopt more accredited services

Accredited laboratory      Accredited test
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New accreditation services on 
underground utility

Pipe Cable Locating / 
Electromagnetic Locating

Ground Penetrating Radar

Laser Scanning Survey

Visual Inspection

Acoustic Emission Method for 
Leak Detection in Pressurized 
water-carrying utilities

Flow monitoring for drains/sewers



HOKLAS Supplementary Criteria No. 55
for Accreditation of Underground Utility Survey 

HOKLAS SC‐55 gives specific requirements with respect to
the followings:

 Personnel
 Handling of test items & records
 Strengthening of supervision
 Proficiency testing



HOKLAS Supplementary Criteria No. 55
for Accreditation of Underground Utility Survey 

Requirements on Personnel

 Approved signatory

 Testing personnel



HOKLAS Supplementary Criteria No. 55
for Accreditation of Underground Utility Survey 

Requirements on Personnel

 Approved signatory

 Testing personnel



Requirements on Personnel (cont’d)



HOKLAS Supplementary Criteria No. 55
for Accreditation of Underground Utility Survey 

Requirements on Personnel

 Approved signatory

 Testing personnel



Requirements on Personnel



Requirements on handling of test items and records

 Items shall be traceable and identified against
test results

 high resolution digital photograph records

HOKLAS Supplementary Criteria No. 55
for Accreditation of Underground Utility Survey 



Requirements on strengthening of supervision

HOKLASSupplementary Criteria No. 36
Construction MaterialsTest Category –AdditionalAccreditation Requirements

 ensure effective supervision
 undue pressure
 frequent unannounced on‐site visits

HOKLAS Supplementary Criteria No. 55
for Accreditation of Underground Utility Survey 



Requirements on ProficiencyTesting

 The aim of proficiency testing schemes is to give a way
for an organisation to monitor its performance against
both its own requirements and the performance of other
organisations.

HOKLAS Supplementary Criteria No. 55
for Accreditation of Underground Utility Survey 



https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/doc/ApplicationPackages/HOKLAS_AP006.pdf
HKAS Application Package

https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/doc/ApplicationPackages/HOKLAS_AP006.pdf


https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/doc/ApplicationPackages/HOKLAS_AP006.pdf
HKAS Application Package

https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/doc/ApplicationPackages/HOKLAS_AP006.pdf


For More Information…
Please visit our website www.hkas.gov.hk

http://www.hkas.gov.hk/


The End & Thank you!

www.hkas.gov.hk

http://www.hkas.gov.hk/
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